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   MATTHEW CHAPTERS 24-25 NOTES 
    Matthew Chapter 24 
 The Old Covenant is giving way to the establishment of the New, and Jesus describes the 
arrival of this new era with vivid imagery and shocking detail in Chapters 24 and 25. The 
disciples would have been familiar with apocalyptic literature in the Old Testament (as found in 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel), but we need to keep in mind this genre in this portion of Matthew’s 
Gospel. “In traditional Jewish apocalyptic writing, God’s intervention in world affairs 
(particularly when kingdoms were raised up or overthrown) was described with the imagery of 
cataclysmic, earth-shaking events. Rather than looking at these passages as literal descriptions 
of things that will happen in nature, the literary tradition suggests viewing them as foretelling 
the end of a nation, a ruling power, or an age. In the Old Testament, the prophets foretold the 
ends of the great world powers of Babylon and Egypt.  
 In Matthew 24, Jesus is prophesying the end of the Old Covenant. Jerusalem and the 
Temple will be destroyed by Rome in AD 70. To the Jews of the time, the end of the Temple is 
the end of their world—the Old Covenant world. Jesus’ prophecy points not just to events that 
will occur in history, but to events that will occur at the end of time. Jesus’ earthly ‘coming’ to 
Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple are woven together in references to the future 
coming of the Son of Man at the end of the age and to the Last Judgment, when this world will 
be destroyed and replaced by the eternal dwelling place of God’s heavenly kingdom. The literal 
(historical) meaning points to a future, more perfect fulfillment, which is the anagogical sense 
of the passage.”1 
  
 
Matthew 24: 1-2- Temple Destruction Prophesied 
 Why might the Parable of New Wine be included in three Gospels: Matthew 9:17, Mark 
2:22, and Luke 5:37-39? __________________________________________________________ 
What was so radically new that Jesus brought onto the Jewish scene? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
(Google the song “New Wine” by Hillsong).  
 “When Jesus began to preach, his theme was that the kingdom of God is at hand. In his 
own person, an entirely new way of ordering things was on offer. Then—in his love and 
nonviolence, in his mocking of the Pharisees and religious establishment, in his healing and 
teaching—Jesus was demonstrating precisely what the reign of the God of Israel looks like. 
 This way of life inevitably awakened the opposition of the powers that be. At the climax 
of his ministry, Jesus faced down the resistance of ‘the world,’ to use the typical New 
Testament term, meaning that whole congeries of cruelty, betrayal, denial, violence, 
corruption, and hatred by which human affairs are typically ordered. He permitted all that 
darkness to wash over him, to crush him, to snuff him out. But then, on the third day, he rose 
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again from the dead in the power of the Holy Spirit, and thereby outflanked, outmaneuvered, 
and swallowed up the darkness.”2 
 
 Herod had begun construction of the Temple in 20 BC, a mere fifty years before, but it 
would not be completed until 64 AD. Six years later it would be destroyed completely by the 
Romans, with the city as well. For the Jew of Jesus’ time, the Temple was the focal point where 
God physically met His worshipping people. What would have been the effect of Jesus’ words in 
Matt 24:2? ____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “We are reminded of the tears Jesus had shed for Jerusalem on Palm Sunday morning, 
as he came over the brow of the hill from Bethany. But what held the minds of the apostles 
most strongly was the reference to the house—surely the Temple—which was to be left 
desolate.  
 On each of the last five nights Jesus left the city as the day was ending. This time he 
went to the Mount of Olives, intending to spend the night in the place where, two nights later, 
Judas and the Temple guard would find him. The apostles, still shaken by the threat to the 
Temple, begged him to look at it, as it stood there all glorious. Obviously, they hoped that he 
would say that he had not quite meant that about its destruction. His answer left them no 
gleam of hope: ‘There shall not be left here a stone upon a stone that shall not be destroyed’ 
(Matt 24:2).”3 
 
Matthew 24:3-28: Tough Times Ahead 
 Jesus ponders as He sits on the Mount of Olives looking towards Jerusalem. He speaks of 
both the end of the world and His own coming. Here interpretation of Scripture is not clear. Did 
he refer to the ‘end of an era’ when he speaks of the end of the world; specifically, the end of 
the era when the Jews will hold preeminent place in God’s plan of salvation? Or does it refer to 
the end of the cosmos and Jesus’ return to remake heaven and earth, as Revelation portrays? 
Or is it all of the above and not an either/or case? _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 24:12- “In your experience, how has the ‘multiplication of wickedness’ in your 
environment or even in your own life caused your love for God to cool? What can heat it up 
again?”4 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Historical Note: Matt 24:16- The historian Eusebius (AD 340) reported that when Jerusalem was 
destroyed, the Christians all fled east of the Jordan River to Pella, and not a single one 
died.They took Jesus’ words seriously and were alert. The Old Covenant age ended with the 
Temple’s destruction. 
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Matthew 24: 29-31- The Coming of the Son of Man 
 Compare to Daniel 7:13. How does Daniel’s vision evoke images of Jesus’ Resurrection 
and Ascension? _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 24:32-35-- Interpreting the Times 
 
Matthew 24: 36-44- Be Prepared! 
 Why would Jesus not ‘know’ the time of His return? Who only knows? ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
This is a puzzling statement. Jesus in His divinity knew all things. Was He using hyperbole? Did 
His Father not wish him to reveal the time and date? What hint does John 16:12 give? _______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “Stay awake” or “Watch” is the message of this entire section and of verse 24:42 in 
particular. Again, there are three ways/levels to interpret “the glorious coming of Christ:  
  1-Past historical: The disciples were to look vigilantly for Christ’s judgment on 
Jerusalem in 70 AD and flee. 
  2- Present liturgical- Disciples must look with faith to see the coming of Christ in 
the Eucharist. 
  3-Future eschatological- Disciples must watch for Christ’s Second Coming in glory 
at the end of history.5 
 
Matthew 24:45-51—How to Live Until He Returns 
 The Church is God’s new Temple, built with living stones of Christian believers (see Matt 
16:18; Eph 2:20-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5). Based on this passage, how are you to live until the return of 
our Lord? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Word Study: The word “return” was the Greek word “parousia,” which indicated a victorious 
military conqueror’s unexpected return to the vanquished territory later to check on how 
compliant the citizens were.  The term “parousia” was used four times in Matt 24 and 20 times 
in the remaining portion of the New Testament. This same word is used for the arrival of 
important people in other Biblical verses (such as Jud 10:18; 2 Mac 8:12; 2 Cor 7:6; Phil 1:26). 
Jesus was expected to return as Judge of the living and the dead (Acts 1:11; 2 Tim 4:1). 
 
    Matthew Chapter 25 
 To help us prepare for ‘the end,’ Jesus gives three parables: the wise and foolish 
maidens (25:1-13), the talents (25:14-30), and the sheep and the goats (25:31-46). 
 
Matthew 25:1-13—Parable of the Ten Virgins 
 Are you wise or foolish, as portrayed in this parable? ____________________________ 
How can you become ‘wiser’ this Lent? ______________________________________________ 
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 “The parable compares the kingdom of heaven with ‘ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went out to meet the bridegroom.’ This is an image borrowed from the customs of the 
time. The bridesmaids would wait for the groom and, upon his appearance, accompany him. 
 Well, this is the Christian community, waiting for Christ the groom to arrive. Did Jesus 
tell this parable because he knew that his Church would be in for a long period of waiting? 
 We are wise in our waiting if we pray on a regular basis; if we educate ourselves in the 
faith; if we participate in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist; if we perform the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy; if we become people of love. We are foolish in our waiting if we 
neglect these things. 
 And here is the hardest truths of this parable: the divine life, so cultivated, cannot 
simply be shared with another at the last minute. The wise virgins are not being difficult and 
self-absorbed when they tell their friends that they can’t help them. A saint can’t simply infuse 
his life into another; it just doesn’t work that way.”6 
 
 How are you called today to help others ‘prepare’ for Jesus? At the same time, what are 
the limits of your ability to transfer the fervency and depth of your faith to family and friends? 
There is peace in knowing what your God-given tasks are and what only God can bring about. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “In the Church’s tradition, the ‘oil in the lamps’ of the wise virgins was understood as a 
life of holiness. It is wise to live a life of love for God now and not wait to ‘get ready for Jesus’ 
right before he comes for you either at the end of time or at the end of your time (that is, your 
death). In a special way, these maidens or virgins point forward to religious brothers and sisters 
who lead a life of celibacy so that they can devote themselves totally to ‘waiting for Jesus.’ They 
lead an end-times lifestyle today.”7 
 
 Who is the Bridegroom (Matt 9:15; Isaiah 54:6)? Who is the Bride? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 25: 14-30- Parable of the Talents 
 Are you using your Holy Spirit gifts to the maximum? Do you know what your gift(s) are? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Jesus’ parable of the talents was a warning that it is possible for us to misjudge our 
capacities. This parable has nothing to do with natural gifts and abilities, but relates to the gift 
of the Holy Spirit as He was first given at Pentecost. We must never measure our spiritual 
capacity on the basis of our education or our intellect; our capacity in spiritual things is 
measured on the basis of the promises of God. If we get less than God wants us to have, we will 
falsely accuse Him as the servant falsely accused his master when he said, ‘You expect more of 
me than you gave me to power to do. You demand too much of me.’ When it is a question of 

                                                      
6 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 25:1-13. Published online August 26, 2022 by Word on 
Fire at wof@wordonfire.org.  
7 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 67-68. 
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God’s Almighty Spirit, never say, ‘I can’t.’ Never allow the limitation of your own natural ability 
to enter into the matter. If you have received the Holy Spirit, God expects the work of the Holy 
Spirit to be exhibited in us.”8 
 
 Are you hiding your talent? _________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 25: 31-46- The Final Judgment: Loving the Poor 
 This is a noteworthy passage, if for no other reason than that it is the first time Jesus 
refers to Himself as King. 
 What is the criteria for our judgment upon death?_______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 If you were to die today, how have you treated others today? Would you be a sheep or 
a goat? _______________________________________________________________________ 
Note that the Catholic Church holds that there will be both a general (national) and individual 
judgment. How can you better prepare for both? _____________________________________ 
 
 The corporal and spiritual works of mercy are listed in this passage. Which ones do you 
find most difficult to carry out (or have never done)? Why? How might you try it this Lent 
season? What might God do if you agreed to step out of your comfort zone? (How might it 
bless another in need? Which is God more concerned with: your comfort or their need?) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary: 
 The Olivet discourse here is the final teaching section found in Matthew’s Gospel.  On 
the literal-historical level, Jesus predicts the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, for they 
have rejected Him as Messiah. As a symbol of the Old Covenant, the Temple will be removed to 
make way for the Church as the new Temple of God (Eph 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-8). Using 
apocalyptic language similar to many Old Testament passages, Jesus describes the impending 
military catastrophe. On the spiritual level, the Temple’s destruction foreshadows the 
destruction of the world to make way for the eternal dwelling of heaven, coinciding with the 
Second Coming of Jesus as Judge (forecast in both the Apostles and Nicene Creed) and the 
General Judgment of all the nations.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
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